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            The month of September is dedicated to  
            Our Lady of Sorrows 
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“Prefer nothing to the love of Christ.” 
September 25, 2008 


    
 
                                                                                                            
 


Our Patron Saint                                                                                                          Sts. Benedict and  Scholastica 


St. Elzear and Blessed Delphina  


Prayer of Thanksgiving 
(After prayers of petition, we must remember to pray in thanksgiving 
for all favors received.  
 
O God, of Whose mercies there is no number, and 


of Whose goodness the treasure is infinite; we  
render thanks to You for the gifts You have         


bestowed upon us, evermore beseeching Your 
clemency, that as You grant the petitions of them 


that ask You, You will never forsake them, but will 
prepare for the reward to come. Through Christ 


our Lord. Amen.  


Elzear and Delphina are buried in Apt, 
France. He was canonized in 1369, and she 
was beatified in 1694.  
 
Like St. Francis, Elzear and Delphina came to 
see all creation as pointing to its source. 
Therefore, they did not try ruthlessly to   
dominate any part of creation but used all of it 
as a way of returning thanks to God.  


Though childless, their marriage was 
life-giving for the poor and the sick. 


This is the only Franciscan couple to be       
canonized or beatified formally. 


Yes, the date for our annual WALK-A-THON, too, has been moved. The 
  
date is TUESDAY, OCTOBER 14, 2008. We already have the 
park reserved. 


 
 


For the past few years, the proceeds from the STMS WALK-A-THON were given to the Good    
Sisters in the Philippines. This year, however, we would like to donate all proceeds to our                
St. Thomas More Disaster Relief.  


All parents received a letter on Wednesday concerning 
the fact that Catholic Charities will be sending two       
licensed counselors to our school tomorrow, Friday,   
September 26th. With the letter, there was a permission 
slip. This permission slip must be returned by tomorrow, 
Friday, September 26th, in order for a counselor to speak 
with your child.        Thank you. 


  
Diocese of Gary 


Please remember that TOMORROW, 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26th is an 


11:30 AM dismissal. 
 


(This is true of all elementary schools 
in the Town of Munster.) 







 
 
 
Make a list of the best things about your child and mention at 
least one item from that list every single day in front of  
family or friends.  Say it out loud and don’t let your child 
brush it away.  Leave a note on a pillow or send it along in a 
lunch sack. Let the child hear you thank God for the gift of 
your child in prayer. 


PARENTS: 
 


PROGRESS REPORTS WILL  
come home with the students on 
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 3rd. 


 
This calendar change is due to: 


(A) Being out for the week due to 
the Disaster in Munster. 


(B) Needing to complete the ISTEP 
and Terra Nova Exams.  


Progress 
Report 


Dates changed due to the Disaster in Munster. 
 
ROOM PARENT COORDINATOR MTG. 
Wednesday, October 8th at 6:30 PM in the 
Cafeteria. 


 
HOME & SCHOOL GENERAL MTG. 
Wednesday, October 15th at 7:00 PM  
in the Cafeteria. 


Sally Foster Catalog & Cookie Dough Sale 
 


September 25—October 9 
 


 
Please take the time to look through the catalog.  


Sally Foster has quality merchandise. 


PLEASE … If you have not yet returned your Entertainment 
Book, or the payment, please do so as soon as possible. This will 
help a lot with our bookkeeping.      Thanks, HSA 


+JMJ 
Please keep 7th Grade student  Alex Del Rio in your prayers. 
Alex was air-lifted, last week, from St. Margaret Mercy Hospital in Hammond to 
the University of  Chicago Hospital with a ruptured spleen. 
Alex is home recuperating and hopes to return to school soon. 







 
Hollywood Video/Game Crazy ($10 at 16%) is back on the TRIP order 
form! 
 
Please note that Ticketmaster is no longer available to   order. 
 
Eddie Bauer will increase from 9% to 15% from 9/20/08 to 12/31/08. 


TRIP Inventory Clearance Sale!!! 
 
The TRIP program has just a few Bennigans/Ponderosa cards on hand that can now only be used at    
PONDEROSA (closest location: Ponderosa in Griffith). They will be sold on a first-come/first-served       
basis with a 40% discount--that's a $10 credit toward tuition (instead of $1.50) with the purchase of each 
$25 card. 
 
Contact Amy Lee at 934-0839 or stop by the Raven's Roost (next to the principal's office) from 8am to 
9am every Thursday, where other TRIP cards are sold. 


A few school parents have approached me by email, phone, or in person over the past few days with a 
concern that, quite frankly, I had not thought about but which is very real. 
 
That concern: Tuition. 
 
Many of you know that at the Masses this past weekend I announced that the committee for the Annual 
Harvest Gala had decided that all proceeds would be contributed to the parish's disaster relief fund. Ad-
ditionally, it has been announced that the proceeds from the walk-a-thon would also be donated to disas-
ter relief. 
 
As they should be, because there are many people in serious need. 
 
However, the concern was raised that the Harvest Gala is a major fundraiser for school. If the profit was 
being given to the disaster relief fund, some are concerned that they will see higher tuitions next year to 
make up that difference. If I were a school parent, I would have that concern as well. Since I am not a 
parent, that thought had not entered my mind. 
 
The answer to your concern is yes and no. Yes, tuition will be higher next year, as it is every year. But 
the reason for the increase in tuition is directly proportional to salaries, benefits, and utilities. 
 
No, the tuition for next year will not be forced to increase even higher to make up for the profits do-
nated to the parish disaster relief fund.  
 
The parish will end up subsidizing the school for any extra amount that might be incurred because of 
your generosity at this time of need. 
 
We are committed to Catholic Education and will do our best to help you provide that education.  
 
I am also very happy that you are committed to helping those who are in need right now. 
 
This will all work out in the end. But, please, do not be worried about tuition having to absorb the Har-
vest Gala profits. 
 
And, as always, thank you to the many school parents who have been active in volunteering in our com-
munity during this past week and a half. I have no doubt that God will reward you. 
 
Let us continue to pray that God also bring healing to those who are so hurting at this time. 
 
God bless you all, 
Fr. Mike 







PRESIDENT-ELECT 
 


Caleb Hinojosa 
 


Grade 8 


VICE-PRESIDENT ELECT 
 


Ryan Cloghessy 
 


Grade 7 


Please respond to the invitations for our 
Second Annual Harvest Gala which will be 
held on Saturday evening,  


October 25, 2008  
Halls of St. George 


Schererville, Indiana 
 


100% of the proceeds will be given to the  
St. Thomas More Disaster Relief Fund. 


Harvest Gala 
October 25, 2008 


The abbreviation ORD 
for Chicago's O'Hare   
airport comes from ? 


What name has been 
shared by the most popes? 


How long did the 100 years 
War last? 


SATURDAY EVENING 
OCTOBER 11, 2008 


7:00 PM 
STM GYM 


Contact: Dr. Samantha Francis 924 - 7245 


8th Grade               7th Grade              6th Grade           5th Grade 
Russell Doctor             Ryan Cloghessy          Hannah Dempsey      Shawn Haugh 
Caleb Hinojosa           Cody Gryzbowski        Maureen Doherty      Max Perez 
Erin Lusk                     John Kapitan              Colleen Lusk             Luke Pillarella 
Michael Peters           Kailee Loughlin           Madeline Purcell      Julia Torres          
Priscilla Powell          Matthew O’Brien        Grant Rademacher   Megan Zabrecky 
Alex Sikora                  Samuel Toth                Nikki Smith                Valerie Zaczyk 


         Friday, October 3, 2008 
2:00 P.M. 


St. Thomas More School 
Eagle’s Nest 







Have YOU ever 
considered being 


a CATHOLIC? 
 
 


JESUS would LOVE to have YOU as a member 
of His Mystical Body, the Church. 
 
If you have questions on Catholic teaching,  
practice, or how to be able to receive the Body, 
Blood, Soul and Divinity in the Holy Eucharist 
with your children, we would LOVE to have 
YOU as part of our Catholic Church. 
 
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) 
meets every Tuesday evening at 7:00 P.M. in the 
Solar Room. 
 


YOU are invited! YOU are loved! 
 


"Peace begins with a smile" 
Blessed Mother Teresa of Calcutta 


Market Day is Monday,  
October 6th.  


Orders are due  
by Thursday, October 2nd. 


This month's volunteers to help on 
Market Day  


8th grade parents. 
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One Humbling  Experience After Another … 
 
Wednesday afternoon, I had a visit from Mr. Mark Topp, principal of St. John the Baptist 
School in Whiting, Indiana. 
 
Mr. Topp came to present us with a check for $1500.00 which was collected from his student 
body to assist the St. Thomas More Disaster Relief Fund! 
 
What a wonderful example of the Gospel message put into action! 


Mom and Dad, 
Just like it says on TV, 


You no longer need to walk us into the 
building - we do know our way around. 


Thanks for letting me grow up  
a little more. 


Preach the Gospel always, and when necessary, use words.  
- St. Francis of Assisi 


At the request of President Caleb Hinojosa, there will 
be a Jeans Day on Wednesday, October 1, 2008. 
 
Each student wishing to participate in this Jeans Day is 
asked to contribute $1.00. The proceeds will go to the 
STM Disaster Relief Fund. Students may bring in their 
$1.00 to their Homeroom Teacher. 







A Prayer to Saint Michael  
Saint Michael, Archangel, defend us in battle. 


Be our protection against the wickedness  
and snares of the Devil. 


May God rebuke him, we humbly pray; 
And do thou, O Prince of the Heavenly Host,  


by the power of God, thrust into hell Satan and all the other evil spirits who prowl about the 
world  


seeking the ruin of souls. Amen. 
 
 


 
 
 


Saint Raphael  
Blessed Saint Raphael,  


Archangel, We beseech thee to help us in all our needs and trials of this life, as thou, through the 
power of God, didst restore sight and give guidance to young Tobit. We humbly seek thine aid 


and  
intercession, that our souls may be healed, our bodies protected from all ills, and that 


through divine grace we may be made fit to dwell in the eternal Glory of God in heaven. 
Amen. 


 
 
 
 


 
 


Saint Gabriel  
Blessed Saint Gabriel, Archangel 


We beseech thee to intercede for us at the throne of divine mercy:  
As thou didst announce to Mary the mystery of the Incarnation,  


so through thy prayers may we  
receive strength of faith and 


courage of spirit, and thus find favor with God and redemption through Christ Our Lord.  
May we sing the praise of God our Savior with the angels and saints in heaven forever 


and ever. Amen 


The Feast of the Guardian  
Angels, the Feast of the  


Diocese of Gary, is  
Thursday, October 2, 2008 







JMJ 
 
Dear Parents: 
 
You have all been in my prayers especially during this past week with the disaster that hit our 
area. So many children feeling fear for which they should have been spared in their young lives. 
So much lost. 
 
At the Mass on Wednesday evening, a number of parishioners were present who had lost so 
much. Yes, they asked Our Lord, “Why?” I was so humbled when learning of a family who did 
lose everything and commented, “This Mass is what we needed - We still ask why, but we 
KNOW that the Lord truly loves us.” 
 
We, your St. Thomas More School Family, seek to instill that very message in our children - 
that no matter what happens, no matter how unpleasant, it is so true that JESUS LOVES US! 
 
I have to tell you how thrilled I am to not only be a Catholic, but also to be a parishioner at St. 
Thomas More.  To have a Pastor who cares so much that he halted tuition for families who lost 
so much last week, to have fellow parishioners who gave so much both money AND time to 
help others. To see young people filling sand bags and helping people out of their homes, to be 
Principal of a school where the Home and School donates all proceeds from the major fund-
raiser to the parish Disaster Relief Fund, and where the President of our Student Council writes 
a letter like this one:  


Mr. Nordyke,  
I have been here at home thinking of all the families that have been affected by the terrible rains we 


have had recently. Knowing that some of these families attend our school and all of the families live in 
our community, I was wondering that when we get back to school if there was not something we could 
do in our school to help in whatever way possible. I've known in the past that we have had dress down 
to raise funds or collect needed items for various groups in need of help. I thought possibly we can do 


the same to collect funds or needed cleaning supplies in order to help out. Knowing the kids of             
St. Thomas More School, I am very sure that I am not the only one who feels this way. Please let me 
know as Student Council President, what we can do for the community. I would really like to initiate 


some way that we could all help.  
Sincerely,  


Caleb Hinojosa 
 


Believe me, the lists go on and on. We as a parish may not hang out our shingle stating the 
many, many ways we are helping God’s people, but the message of the Gospel is so very alive 
and active at St. Thomas More.  
 
So, as we teach the children, prayer is the raising of the heart and mind to God. I pray that we, 
as a believing family, will continue to offer both our heart and mind to God for those who have 
been hurt in so many ways. I, thank YOU for being such an inspiration to me. 
 
To Jesus through Mary, 


Principal 


St. Thomas More, pray for us. 
St. Benedict, pray for us. 
St. Scholastica, pray for us. 
Mary, Our Good Mother, pray for us. 
St. Joseph, patron of families, pray for us. 







 


The Joyful Mysteries (Monday/Saturday)  
1. The Annunciation. 
2. The Visitation. 
3. The Nativity. 
4. The Presentation. 
5. The Finding in the Temple. 
The Sorrowful Mysteries (Tuesday/
Friday)  
1. The Agony in the Garden. 
2. The Scourging. 
3. The Crowning with Thorns. 
4. The Carrying of the Cross. 
5. The Crucifixion. 
The Glorious Mysteries (Wednesday/
Sunday) (with this exception: Sundays of 
Christmas season - The Joyful; Sundays of 
Lent - Sorrowful)  
1. The Resurrection. 
2. The Ascension. 
3. The Descent of the Holy Spirit. 
4. The Assumption. 
5. The Coronation. 
The Luminous Mysteries (Thursday) 
1. The Baptism in the Jordan  
2. The Wedding at Cana 
3. The Proclamation of the Kingdom  
4. The Transfiguration  
5. The Institution of the Eucharist  


PRAYERS OF THE ROSARY 
 
 
APOSTLE’S CREED 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven 
and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord: Who 
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary; 
suffered under Pontius  
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He  
descended to the dead; the third day He rose again from the 
dead; He ascended into heaven, is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Holy Catholic Church, the communion of Saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life 
everlasting. Amen.  
Our Father 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy 
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our  
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. Amen. 
Hail Mary 
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee; blessed art 
thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus. Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now 
and at the hour of our death. Amen.  
Glory be to the Father 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen.  
 
HAIL, HOLY QUEEN, Mother of Mercy, our life, our 
sweetness and our hope! To thee do we cry, poor banished 
children of Eve; to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning 
and weeping in this valley of tears. Turn then, most gra-
cious advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after 
this our exile, show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, 
Jesus. O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary!  
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God.  
 That we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 


 
1. Make the Sign of the Cross and say 


"Apostles' Creed."  
2. Say the "Our Father."  
3. Say three "Hail Marys."  
4. Say the "Glory be to the Father."  
5. Announce the First Mystery; then say the 


"Our Father."  
6. Say ten "Hail Marys," while meditating on 


the Mystery.  
7. Say the "Glory be to the Father."  
8. Announce the Second Mystery; then say the 


"Our Father." Repeat 6 and 7 and continue 
with Third, Fourth and Fifth Mysteries in 
the same manner.  


FATIMA PRAYER 
O my Jesus, forgive us our sins. 
Save us from the fires of hell. Lead all souls to 
heaven, especially those in most need of Thy 
mercy. 







S.T.M. LUNCH MENU – WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 29, 2008 
 


Daily Ala Cartes:  Salads – Large $2.20, Small $1.75; Yogurt - $0.65;  Milk - $0.40 
 


Monday, September 29                    Tuesday, September 30                                Wednesday, October 1 
Chicken Nuggets                                Spaghetti w/ Meat Sauce                                Corn Dog 
Spanish Rice                                       Cheese Slice                                                   Potato Wedges 
Corn                                                    Green Beans                                                   Celery Sticks & Dip 
Fresh Fruit                                          Dinner Roll                                                     Pears 
Milk                                                    Mixed Fruit                                                    Brownie 
                                                            Milk                                                                Milk     
 


                                                                                                Ala Carte: Corn Dog  $1.10 
     
Monday Volunteers                          Tuesday Volunteers                                     Wednesday Volunteers         
Eileen Hinojosa                                  Jenny Moreno                                                 Alicia Zaleski 
Diane Perez                                        Marcy Burzynski                                            Patti Gething 
Agnes Nahnsen                                  Maria Garcia                                                  Nita Barajas 
 
 
Thursday, October 2                         Friday, October 3 


Ham                                                    Grilled Cheese Sandwich 
Potatoes                                              OR Cheese Quesadilla 
California Mixed Veggies                  Tater Tots/Salsa 
Bagel & Cream Cheese                      Peas or Carrots 
Apple Crisp or Fruit                           Pineapple 
Milk                                                    Sherbet 
                                                            Milk 
 


Ala Carte: Bagel & CC  $1.10                                    
             


Thursday Volunteers                       Friday Volunteers 
Andrew Lerma                                   Suzanne Caceres 
Diane Beckman                                  Laura Jo Prucha 
Eileen Speranza 
 
                         


St. Thomas More School Lunch Program 2008-2009 
 


1.   Menu subject to change. 
2.   Hot Lunch Prices:      Student  - $1.80/day   5 days = $9.00             20 days = $36.00 


Adult -     $2.45/day 
3.   Checks are welcome – made payable to STM 
4.   Families with more than one student eating hot lunch are encouraged to send in ONE check (or cash) in one 


envelopes.   Money will be divided between siblings accordingly. 
5.   Days not used are credited for future use.  There is a $-9.00 charge limit per account.  If students do not bring 


in money after 5 charges, they will not be allowed in the hot lunch line until payment is made.  However, stu-
dents will be offered a peanut butter or cheese sandwich if they have nothing else to eat.   


6.   Students should turn in payment in a SEALED envelope labeled with the following information: 
Lunch Money, Student First & Last Name, Teacher Name, Amount Enclosed. 


      7.   E-mail Mrs. Murray for lunch account balance inquiries:  lmurray@stm-school.com 


 










